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The first land designated for Lakeshore Park was leased to the City of Knoxville by the State of Tennessee in 1993.
But the history of this land is full of health and human habitation. Earliest records of this land are with the .

‘ Y - -t Cherokees and the eventual exchange of land to Captain WIilliam Lyon through the Treaty of Holston. Most "
commonly this park is known for being the prior site of the Lakeshore Mental Health Institute. This state-run
’ e e wm mm mm = p— mental health facility was established in 1886 as the East Tennessee Hospital for the Insane, and through the W
. LANBSCAPE —'— — decades, experienced many changes from the treatment of patients to the perception of mental health. The mental A
— health facility closed gradually, throughout the first nearly twenty years of the park, officially removing all patients \ ?;‘

by 2012 except for one cottage, which still houses patients unfit to be moved. Today, the park is managed by a

partnership between Knoxville City Parks and Recreation and Lakeshore Park, Inc. who believe in the legacy of ﬁ
mental health at this site and seek to promote healthy lifestyles in Knoxville and beyond through the extensive k@
master plan that is now under construction. This analysis seeks to evaluate the various metrics that make this W

park a success for all who visit. It recognizes the partnerships that attract people daily, weekly, and annually and -
aims to identify the economic, social, and environmental impacts those partnerships have. Zooming into this
landscape reveals the interconnectign of systems, such as hydrology, seasonality, sports schedules, and | |
maintenance patterns, which by undg’rwng can lead to a more successful park now and into the future.
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